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Archaic, Classical,and Hellenistic Eras 
 From the 6th and until the 1st century BCE  

 the heart of the government and the judiciary, as a public 
place of debate, as a place of worship, and as marketplace, 
played a central role in the development of the Athenian 
ideals, and provided a healthy environment where the 
unique Democratic political system took its first wobbly steps 
on earth.  

 During this time, the Agora's political, cultural, and economic 
influence shaped some of the most important decisions 
undertaken in the shaping of what we commonly call today 
Western Civilization. 

Well structured arguments by the likes of Socrates and Plato 
echoed in its streets, the courts and prisons enforced Athenian 
laws, its Mint spread the dominant Athenian drachma coins 
throughout the Aegean, the Prytanes determined political affairs 
in the Tholos, and randomly selected Athenian citizens prepared 
the laws for the assembly in the Bouleuterion. 
With a little imagination and knowledge, one can imagine the 
hustle and bustle of its streets with merchants of all kinds tending 
their benches in the shade of the Stoas and under cloth tents, 
with ox cart wheels creaking through the Panathenaic way, and 
with citizens convening in small groups under the shade of small 
trees. Horses, stray dogs, citizens, metics, slaves, visitors and 
foreigners--albeit very rarely women--mingled and loitered in the 
grounds, attentive ears listened to sailor tales from foreign lands, 
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hoplites relayed news from the fronts, and philosophers debated 
the fine points of arete oblivious to the cacophony rising all 
around from the energetic artisan workshops. 
Once per year, the Panathenaic festival united the Athenians in 
celebration and solemn procession through the Agora toward the 
Acropolis. But this imaginative picture of the Agora as an engine 
of constructive human activity did not last in perpetuity. Its 
buildings were razed and rebuilt several times through the 
centuries. 
The early buildings, mostly bunched on the west end of the 
Agora, were destroyed by the Persians in 480 BCE, but soon 
afterward the entire area was rebuilt to include development in the 
north, west, and southern areas with the erection of three Stoas--
the Poikile, the Southern, and the Stoa of Zeus Eleutherios--, the 
Tholos, the New Bouleuterion, the Mint, The Dikastiria (law 
courts), several fountains, along an assortment of artisan 
workshops. The fine temple of Hephaestus was built on the low 
knoll of Kolonos Agoraios in 450 BCE as part of the extensive 
rebuilding of sacred places initiated by Pericles. 
The Agora remained a vital place of Athenian life and growth 
continued until the 2nd c. BCE when the the impressive Stoa of 
Attalos was dedicated, but eventually, as Athens declined in 
importance during the late Hellenistic Era so did the development 
of its Agora. 
 
 



 



 


